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the charge might have nothing to do with religion. The
aim was to get the converts quietly out of the way. Some
were exiled; others never came out of prison. The assur-
ances given to Europe prevented direct and open persecu-
tion, but none the less a Moslem who became a Christian
was obliged to flee the country. Officially the death penalty
was never pronounced, actually a converted Moslem stood
in fear of his life. There are many forms of "sudden
death75 in Turkey. Moreover, the convert had to reckon
with unofficial fanaticism, perhaps exhibited by his own kith
and kin, who in their own view had been irretrievably dis-
graced. Dr. Barton concludes that in spite of its reiterated
declarations of religious liberty the Turkish government
never intended to permit the right of Moslems to become
Christians. He reports a conversation with a prominent
Turkish official, who, after stating that there was full and
complete religious liberty for all subjects of the empire,
declared that no power on earth could change a man who
once had become a Moslem. "Whatever he can say or
claim cannot alter the Fact that he is a Moslem still, and
must always be such. It is therefore an absurdity to say
that a Moslem may change his religion, for to do so is beyond
his power:35 This man voiced a general Moslem opinion
which has persisted unaltered since the recent Turkish
revolution, if indeed it has not been accentuated thereby.
The young Turk leaders, many of whom hold liberal or even
agnostic religious views, believe to a man in a Mohammedan
Turkey as a Fundamental article of political creed. Justice
to all races and faiths they are glad to grant; participation
in the government is conceded; but the final control is to
rest with the Turks, and the Turks are Mohammedans.
Such being the state of things in the Turkish Empire,
it is no wonder that direct religious work among the Mo-
hammedans of Syria and Palestine has not been attempted
on any large scale. No society that made ostentatious dis-
play oF such a work would be allowed to continue opera-
tions in these lands. Since 1875 work among Moslems has
been conducted more extensively and systematically by the
Church Missionary Society of the Church of England than

